
WWWiiilllllliiiaaammm   SSShhhaaakkkeeessspppeeeaaarrreee’’’sss   JJJuuullliiiuuusss   CCCaaaeeesssaaarrr
EEEssssssaaayyy   AAAssssssiiigggnnnmmmeeennnttt

Brutus justified killing Caesar by saying that he might become a dictator and deny citizens of Rome their
freedom. Cassius believed this so strongly that he was willing to kill himself if the plot failed. When we
discussed “The Soldier’s Dilemma” in class, we debated whether protecting the lives of American soldiers was
worth murdering a person who might be innocent. Julius Caesar, “The Soldier’s Dilemma,” and real-life
current events all deal with the same question:  Does the threat a person or a country presents justify murdering
people who might be innocent?

Your assignment is to consider this question and state your opinion in a well-developed essay. Your opinion
MUST be backed up using specific examples from Julius Caesar. In your essay, you must state whether you
believe Brutus was justified for murdering Caesar, or whether you believe that Brutus made the wrong decision.
You may also use examples from “The Soldier’s Dilemma” and from the current events discussed in class.
While the answer to this question is purely your opinion, your grade will be based on how well you support
your position.
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